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Richmond’s Temple in the Park at 400 Nevin Avenue takes it’s 
place among giants as it celebrates its 100th Anniversary, joining 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company (now BN&SF), 
Standard Oil Company (now Chevron USA), the City of Richmond, 
and Winehaven-by-the-Bay at Point Molate. 

After the successful collaboration to purchase land, the Rich-
mond Women’s Improvement Club and the West Side Improvement 
Club of Point Richmond 
convinced the City to 
apply for funding from 
Steel Magnate Andrew 
Carnegie’s library fund-
ing program.  That effort 
resulted in a $17,500 grant 
for the construction of 
this classical revival build-
ing designed by William 
H. Weeks, home to the 
Richmond Public Library, 
opening in August, 1910. 
The main building was 
enlarged in 1923 and con-
sidered to be adequate for 
the anticipated population

growth to just over 20,000 people, but later found it was not only 
too small for its services to the population explosion of the war 
years but was no longer centrally located. The decision to move the 
library to the new Civic Center was clearly necessary, leaving the 
building available for another public use.

Locals had been collecting artifacts and archival materials for 
many years and finally organized themselves into the Richmond 
Museum, incorporating in 1954 and entering into a lease agreement 
with the City of Richmond for the use of the Carnegie Building,  
taking possession of it in 1962.  

The 100th Anniversary Exhibit takes one through Richmond’s 
history up to 1910, illustrating it with garments worn by its citizens, 
original newspapers describing the area, its growth, the acquisition 
of the Carnegie grant, and the building of the library and the many 
related celebrations.  Memorable photographs of those persons 
responsible for important roles in this development phase of  
Richmond are prominently dis-
played in recognition of their civic 
contributions to Richmond.

On display are actual banking 
records from the former Bank of 
Richmond, a newspaper article 
from the Richmond Independent 
on the dedication ceremony for 
the Carnegie building, as well as 
various clippings from the Rich-
mond Women’s Improvement 
Club on the Carnegie building.  
There are artworks of local artists 
like Alan Beckwith and various 
mechanical items of individu-
als who once lived in the area.  
Proudly displayed is national rec-
ognition of Richmond as “The Pittsburg of the West” with its new 
industrial economic innovations of the time.  There is even a certifi-
cate signed by President Theodore Roosevelt appointing the first 
Postmistress of Richmond.  Giving life to the building itself are two 
pieces of original ornamental decorations that were once a part of 
the outside moldings.

Certificate signed by Theodore Roosevelt  
to Miss Lucetta Wood, native of San Pablo, 
appointed the first Postmistress at  
Pt. Richmond Post Office. February 1, 1904.
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