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Our new exhibit, “Richmond Day at the Panama-Pacific Interna-
tional Exposition, San Francisco, August 7, 1915,” is a celebra-
tion of Richmond’s special day at the 1915 World’s Fair. However,

this exhibit aims to do much more than recognize a single day in
Richmond’s history; it celebrates the tremendous grow%h and prog-

ress that the city experienced dqrin its first 10 years of existence
and the people who pushed for its evelopment.

Richmond Residents at Richmond Day at the Panama Pacific International
Exposition, San Francisco, August 7, 1915.
Mayor E.J. Garrard can be seen seated front-center wearing two badges.

In honor of Richmond’s 10th anniversary of incorporation, Satur-
day, August 7, 1915 was declared “Richmond Day” at the Pan-

ama-Pacific International Exposition. That morning, thousands of
Richmond residents boarded the local San Francisco bound ferries

and headed off to the fair. Once at the fair, the Richmonders paraded

through the grounds and exhibited the tremendous rogress that the
city had made during its brief history. At the time OF Richmond’s
incorForation in 1905, the city was a small, rural community with a
opulation of just over 2,000 people. But by 1915, a mere lg ears
ater, Richmond had developed into a bustling city of more than

20,000 people!

Congregational Delegation
Visits Richmond.

Just a few months before
Richmond’s exhibit at the
PPIE, a congregational
delegation was sent to view
the new “wonder city” of
Richmond, California.
Here, the tour takes

the delegation through the
state-of-the-art Standard
Oil plant, 1915.

he city owed much of its early growth to the efforts of the Rich-
mond Industrial Commission. lgormed in 1909, this group com-

prised of large land owners, high ranking city officials, and wealthy

businessmen, pushed to develop Richmond into a booming, indus-
trial haven. By the time of the {)915 World’s Fair, the Richmond In-
dustrial Commission had already played an instrumental role in the
construction of the municipal tunnel in Pt. Richmond, organized the
Richmond-San Rafael Auto Ferry, developed Richmond’s inner har-
bor and lured industries such as the Pullman Car Company. While
this group no longer exists, with members such as John Nicholl,
Harry Ells, and H.C. Cutting, it had an
enormous impact on Richmond’s devel-
opment WhiCE can still be seen to this
day on the names of our schools, parks,
and streets.

Richmond in 1915, at the ripe age of
10, was a place of wonder, excite-
ment, and advancement. With industries
like Standard Oil, the Santa Fe Rail-
road, and the Pullman Car Company,
Richmond seemed on its way to take its place among the giants. Its
future was filled with unlimited possibilities. This exhibit examines
that city at its elaborate 10th birthday celebration at the Panama-
Pacific International Exposition and the bright future that the Rich-
mond Industrial Commission saw ahead.

Mayor E.J. Garrard’s Personal Admission Badge,
PPIE Opening Day.
February 20, 1915

On display are numerous documents and
artifacts that help to tell the story of the
rapidly developing city of Richmond in 1915
and the 10th birthday celebration held at the
PPIE in the city’s honor. The centerpiece
of the exhibit is the bronze medal that was
presented to Richmond Mayor E.J. Gar-
rard on behalf of the Richmond Industrial
Commission’s major role in coordinating and funding Richmond’s
exhibits at Richmond Day and Contra Costa County Day. Also in
the exhibit are original photographs of the fair, official souvenirs
brought back by Richmond residents, original newspapers discuss-
ing Richmond Day, the meeting book used by the Richmond Indus-
trial Commission, postcards purchased at the fair, newspaper clip-
pings and advertisements produced by members of the Richmond
Industrial Commission, and many other interesting artifacts that
help tell the story of “Richmond Day” at the Panama-Pacific Inter-
national Exposition, San Francisco, August 7, 1915.




